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Friday 26 April

MILES JUPP

Time: 7:30pm
Price: Raised seating £24 Flat seating £22
Location: Armstrong Hall
Supported by Bonds Estate Agents

Described by the Telegraph
as “a very British tour de
force” Miles Jupp has
appeared as a performer
across a wide range of genre
from stand-up comedy
to theatre to television
series and Hollywood movies. He is the
presenter of BBC Radio 4’s The News Quiz
and appears regularly as presenter and
comedian on panel shows such as Frankie
Boyle’s New World Order, Mock the Week
and Have I Got News for You. As an actor
he appeared in such popular shows as
Rev, The Thick of It and Outnumbered and
the childrens’ show Balamory. In this
evening, his book Egg and Soldiers – A
Childhood Memoir takes centre stage with
readings, an interview and a Q&A session
which is guaranteed to be a funny and
memorable start to the fiftieth Anniversary
of Thornbury Arts Festival. Miles will be
happy to sign copies of his book after the
show.
Presented in association with
42mp.com

Saturday 27 April

JANE SHEMILT
In conversation with Liz Wilkins
While working as a GP, Jane completed a post graduate diploma in
Creative Writing at Bristol University and went on to study for the
MA in Creative Writing at Bath Spa, gaining both with distinction.
She was shortlisted for the Janklow and Nesbitt award, the Lucy
Cavendish fiction prize and the Edgar Award for Daughter, her first
novel.

Time: 11:00am
Price: £9
Location: Cossham Hall

Daughter was a Richard & Judy pick in 2014 and was the bestselling
debut novel published that year.
She and her husband Steve, a Professor of Neurosurgery, have 5
children and live in Bristol.
Liz Wilkins is a past Artistic Director of Thornbury Arts Festival.

www.thornburyartsfestival.org.uk
/Thornbury-Arts-Festival
@festival50
ThornburyArtsFest50

Time: 7:30pm
Price: Raised seating £12
Flat seating £10
Location: Armstrong Hall

RockPipes are a unique and dynamic Bristol-based Celtic Rock
band. Their Isle of Man TT Tour last summer went down a storm
and they continued to wow audiences over the festival season with
their fabulous fusion of Celtic and Rock, giving a whole new twist
to traditional and contemporary classics. Performing with attitude,
this 7-piece band comprises keyboards, drums, fiddle, bass and
guitar but stealing the show are their two formidable Highland
pipers. Together, RockPipes produce an extraordinarily distinctive
and refreshing sound that you can’t get enough of. So…. dust off
your sporrans, air your kilts and get your dancing shoes on ---it will
be a great night!

2019 is a double celebration for Thornbury Arts Festival as we mark
the 30th anniversary of the Thornbury Eisteddfod, set up in 1989
by Daphne Ashton who at the time was Deputy Artistic Director.
Its aim was to encourage young musicians in the area. In the past
30 years thousands of aspiring singers and instrumentalists have
participated in this inspiring local event and many have gone on to
make music and the theatre their career.

Time: 6:00pm
Price: FREE
Location: Armstrong Hall
Supported by The Anchor at Morton

This concert will celebrate both anniversaries and will feature
past participants who now work in the industry, those who are
working hard at college or conservatoires and promising talented
performers who have taken part in recent Eisteddfods. The Speech
and Drama section, which became part of the Eisteddfod in 2001, is
also represented in this celebration.
Tickets on a first come first served basis.

Fiona Warin, Allotment Officer for Cheltenham Borough Council,
takes a humorous look at the history of allotments.
We travel from the time of William the Conqueror to today, via the
plague, famine, the poor laws and two world wars.
After various adventures in Gloucestershire villages, including
applying for an allotment herself, she now finds herself in charge of
hundreds of plots.
Fiona brings a variety of fun props to illustrate this very
entertaining story.

Monday 29 April

LOST THE PLOT

Time: 1:00pm
Price: £6
Location: Cossham Hall

Sunday 28 April

ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION CONCERT

Saturday 27 April

ROCKPIPES

Monday 29 April

AN AUDIENCE WITH KATE HUMBLE
Join Kate for a fascinating talk about her latest book, Thinking on
My Feet, as well as her life working with wildlife, the far flung places
that this has taken her to and the inspiring people she has met
on her travels. There is also a unique chance to go “behind the
camera” as Kate describes how the programmes are made along
with some lovely anecdotes about the filming. Kate, who lives in
the Wye Valley where she has set up a rural skills school, has been
involved in a long line of popular wildlife programmes including
Springwatch and Autumn Watch, Back to the Land, Curious Creatures
and Wild Shepherdess.
Time: 7:30pm
Price: Raised seating £24
Flat seating £22
Location: Armstrong Hall

Presented in association with Clive Conway Productions
Photograph by Tim Martin

Supported by Surroundings

Tuesday 30 April

DIANA HENDRY The Return of the Native
Former Artistic Director, Diana Hendry, in conversation with writer/
broadcaster Sarah LeFanu, talks about the early days of the Festival
and reads from her new book of poems, The Watching Stair.
Diana has published six poetry collections including The Seed-Box
Lantern: New and Selected poems. Her short stories have been
widely published and broadcast and she has written more than 40
books for children. Harvey Angell won a Whitbread award and The
Seeing was shortlisted for a Costa award.

Time: 1:00pm
Price: £6
Location: Cossham Hall

Sara LeFanu is a biographer, anthologist and writer of short stories.
She was Artistic Director of the Bath Literature Festival from 2003
to 2009. She was responsible for the very popular Poetry Taxi and
brought many foreign writers and their translators to Bath. She
now lives in Bristol and is a Bristol Writing Project Associate.

REVEREND RICHARD COLES
Richard is probably best known as the regular host of BBCRadio
4’s Saturday Live and appears regularly on Newsnight and TV panel
shows such as QI and Have I Got News For You where his quick
and inventive verbal humour is always to the fore. When the
motivation is more spiritual Richard has featured on BBC TV’s Songs
of Praise and as the guest on Pause for Thought on Radio 2.
In 2017 he also stepped out as a contestant in Strictly Come
Dancing.

Time: 7:30pm
Price: Raised seating £24
Flat seating £22
Location: Armstrong Hall
Supported by Milburys Estate Agents

In this ever-popular evening, alongside his Strictly reminiscences
he’ll tell a story which is as real as it is unlikely. He connects the
euphoria and mayhem of being Top of the Pops in the 80s with
his present circumstances as a Church of England priest, radio
broadcaster and TV panellist.
Presented in association with Clive Conway Productions
Photograph by courtesy of the BBC

You think Science is boring? Think again; this is science like you
have never seen it before.

Time: 10:30am
Price: School event
Location: Armstrong Hall

Explore the strange and magical properties of matter with
fireballs, fire tornadoes and explosive chemical reactions. Mark
Thompson has been enthralling audiences for over 20 years with
his fascinating journeys around the Universe. Now he is turning
his attention to things a little closer to home. With a presenter
as engaging and passionate about science as Mark this is an
unforgettable hour sure to inspire future generations.
This is a schools only performance.
Presented in association with Lakin McCarthy
Entertainment Ltd

MILK, COAL AND ANY OLD IRON
By David Cheesley

Time: 1:00pm
Price: £6
Location: Cossham Hall

Back in the 1950s nearly every household had their daily milk
delivered. Also as virtually every home had coal fires they had
coal delivered on a regular basis. As for recycling, anything that
was useful was kept; if it was combustible it went on the fire
and anything else went to the rag and bone man or dustbin. As
well as milk, coal, bread, soft drinks, fruit and veg, a host of other
commodities were delivered on a daily or weekly basis. In this
presentation Dave Cheesley takes us on a trip back in time to the
days when the streets were alive with street sellers, delivery vans
and street entertainers. The supermarket age killed off most of the
street delivery sellers but with internet shopping we now have a
new era of goods delivery.

DAVID STARKEY: A Monarchy of Misfits?
The marriage of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle, when the
second son of the Prince of Wales married a divorced American
actress of mixed race and uncertain religion, was seen as marking
a fundamental modernisation of the British monarchy.
Actually, it was only a return to the 14th century when one of
the many sons of King Edward III married a twice-divorced merry
widow who’d eloped with her first husband at the age of 12;
another a part-Moorish Spanish princess who (it is claimed)
was a direct descendent of the Prophet Muhammad; while
a third wed the au pair!
This talk traces the radically shifting marriage customs of the
Time: 7:30pm
British monarchy, from the laxity of the Middle Ages, through
Price: Raised seating £22
the stringencies of the Hanoverians, to the House of Windsor
Flat seating £20
and its sometimes contorted adaptations to the realities of
Location: Armstrong Hall
modern family life.
Supported by Cadman Wealth Planning Presented in association with Sympathetic Developments

Wednesday 1 May

MARK THOMPSON’S SPECTACULAR SCIENCE
SHOW

Thursday 2 May

MARK SMITH: The History of the Victoria Cross
As 2019 is the 200th anniversary of Queen Victoria’s birth, it is
appropriate to celebrate her introduction of the Victoria Cross, the
highest award for gallantry.

Time: 1:00pm
Price: £6
Location: Cossham Hall

Mark Smith is the retired curator of the Royal Artillery Museum
in Woolwich and an Arms and Militaria expert on the Antiques
Roadshow. Having started collecting medals at a young age, this
hobby has become a lifelong passion and he has amassed an
extensive private collection. Mark is a well-known expert on the
Victoria Cross so will share with us the fascinating history and
origins of this very special medal.

SHOW OF HANDS

Time: 7:30pm
Price: £23
Location: Armstrong Hall
Supported by Bank Cottage Dental

Steve Knightley and Phil Beer: two extraordinary craftsmen with
one unique sound. Dovetailing old songs with new, this is an
unmissable celebration of the duo’s enduring impact on roots,
acoustic and folk music. Show of Hands weave story and melody to
create a spellbinding display of consummate musicianship.
Multi award- winning and with 5 sell-out Royal Albert Hall
shows under their belts, the original duo kick off their “Special
Relationship” tour in Thornbury. They will be joined by Richard
Shindell, US singer/songwriter from New Jersey who now resides
in Buenos Aires. His songs, You Stay Here, Reunion Hill and Next Best
Western are already firmly part of the Show of Hands repertoire.
From the Great War to the Civil War, from Bristol to Baltimore,
expect an Anglo/American exchange of songs of the road, history
and romance.
Presented in association with Firebrand Music

Friday 3 May

MARIENELLA PHILLIPS: Songs for Spring
Welcoming in the merry month of May, Marienella Phillips (mezzosoprano) and Bradley Parker (piano) will be performing an eclectic
mix of songs in the Thornbury Arts Festival Lunchtime Series. With
pieces from well-known opera, classical song and musical theatre,
from WA Mozart’s Le Nozze de Figaro to Bernstein’s West Side Story,
they invite you to join them as they serenade the Spring.
In the year celebrating 30 years of the Thornbury Eisteddfod it is
especially pleasing to discover that Marienella was a participant in
the event when she was at primary school!
Time: 1:00pm
Price: £6
Location: Cossham Hall

Who could have predicted that a band which hit the top of the
charts 50 years ago in 1961 with hits in the 20’s style that was
already 40 years out of date, would still be around to perform at
the 50th anniversary of Thornbury Arts Festival and still playing the
same style of music?

Time: 7:30pm
Price: £15
Location: Armstrong Hall
Supported by Dunkley’s Accountants
and The Wheatsheaf

The main difference now is that the band has a vast tuneful
foot tapping repertoire …..jazz classics from the past, original
compositions, novelty numbers …and as they play for you, their
enormous enjoyment is hilariously transmitted to their audiences
with their zany pythonesque humour.
“Humour and Rhythm combine to make The Temperance Seven a
unique experience in upbeat nostalgia” The Stage
Presented in association with Sympathetic Developments

Michael Long grew up in Bristol and trained at the West Of England
College of Art. After work in design he eventually became the
Senior Tutor in Graphic Design at Brunel College. He has also
worked as a freelance book designer and illustrator, most notably
the Mammal Evolution published by the Natural History Museum.
He is a member of the renowned artist section of the Bristol
Savages and has exhibited widely throughout the West Country.
His bold, visually striking work is held in a number of art collections.
The subject of the workshop, his first in Thornbury, is painting in
acrylics.
Maximum number of participants is 35

Supported by Severn Vale Art Trail

LIZA PULMAN: EVERYTHING’S COMING UP ROSES
An expertly pruned show about flowers, gardens and all things
green from Tiptoe through the Tulips to Neil Diamond’s You
Don’t Bring Me Flowers Any More. Liza Pulman, a songtress and
comedienne who is one third of the acclaimed satirical comedy
group, Fascinating Aida, will be accompanied on the piano by
Joseph Atkins who works in so many musical fields including
directing on Broadway. Liza’s glorious voice, quirky comedic skills
and charming personality make this a blooming show not to be
missed.
Time: 7:30pm
Price: £20
Location: Armstrong Hall

“The moment Liza walked on stage we all fell under her spell.
Her gorgeous voice, her humour and her warmth reached everyone
– she is a unique performer” Sir Tim Smit, Eden Project
Presented in association with Highfield Productions Ltd

Saturday 4 May

ART DEMONSTRATION BY MICHAEL LONG

Time: 11:00am
Price: £10
Location: Cossham Hall

Friday 3 May

THE TEMPERANCE SEVEN

THORNBURY ARTS FESTIVAL’S SEVERN VALE ART TRAIL 2019
The Severn Vale Art Trail represents the visual side of Thornbury Arts Festival
but takes place just after the Arts Festival. The trail has become an annual
event running over the early May Bank Holiday for a period of up to 10 days.
In 2019, the Art Trail runs from Friday 3rd May to Sunday 12th May.
The trail presents a wealth of talent by local artists and makers including
paintings in oils, watercolour and pastel, ceramics and sculpture, prints and drawings, photography,
jewellery, textiles, stained glass, and woodturning. Each year hundreds of visitorsSevern
spend days
outArt
in Trail 2019
Vale
South Gloucestershire and Gloucestershire visiting the various Art Trail venues.

The Severn
An Art Trail Guide for 2019 will be available in March 2019 in various local venues
and toVale Art Trail represen
place just after the Arts Festival.
download from Thornbury Arts Festival website.

early May Bank for a period of up

Artists
Any artists interested in participating in future art trails, please contact Eryl Daniels
In 2019, the Art Trail runs from F
Eryl.daniels@gmail.com

Visitors to the Trail.
The trail presents a wealth of tale
•
Do you enjoy browsing real art, having a close look, considering a wallwatercolour
space at home?
and pastel, ceramics
•
Would you like to explore little treasure troves of art dotted around the near locality?
jewellery,
textiles,
stained glass, a
•
Could it make a treat for family or friends? Maybe you could entertain visitors for free!
days out in South Gloucestershire
It’s a true treasure trail.

The work will be exhibited in a wealth of venues providing an opportunity to visitAn
places
that you
would
Art Trail
Guide
for 2019 will b
not normally see and view and perhaps buy something which catches the eye.
Why not like us on Facebook to follow updates? www.facebook.com/severnvalearttrail
Artists

Registration/application forms wi
interested in participating, please

THORNBURY CAMERA CLUB EXHIBITION

Visitors to the Trail.

An exhibition of work by the Thornbury Camera
Club will be held in the Exhibition Room at the
Town Hall from Friday April 26th to Friday May 3rd.

• Do you enjoy browsing real ar
• Would you like to explore littl
• Could it make a treat for fami
It’s a true treasure trail.

Thornbury Camera Club also celebrates its fiftieth
anniversary in 2019.

The work will be exhibited in a we
you would not normally see and v
PRE-FESTIVAL EVENT

Visiting procedures for members

Visitors are reminded that it is im
they wish to visit. Plan the route
In 1989, Thornbury Arts Festival decided to introduce a pre-Festival
own surroundings as well as those
Eisteddfod with 30 classes for local instrumentalists and vocalists aged 18
and under. It was held over two days at the Castle School and Manorbrook
near your destination and remem
Junior School, sponsored by the Lions, and attracted several hundred young people. This event is still
time limits. Please remember tha
generously sponsored by the Lions Club of Thornbury.
careful about leaving footmarks. Y
Nowadays most of the classes are held in the peaceful setting of The Whitsun Hall, thanks to the
or toilet, or wander wherever you
hospitality of The Hatch Community and in St. Mary’s Church. Over the years however, many local
follow all the rules and instruction
schools, halls and churches have been welcoming hosts to the Eisteddfod.
THORNBURY EISTEDDFOD – 16-24 MARCH 2019

Thornbury Eisteddfod is celebrating its 30th anniversary in 2019 and, for further information about this
very worthwhile and enjoyable event for the young people of Thornbury and the surrounding districts,
please look at the Festival website.
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Motion Printing Ltd
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Sarah at Owen’s Florists
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Thornbury Magazine Ltd
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Eisteddfod Committee
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Elly McDonald
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Kate Phillipson-Masters
Linda Kitchen
Jude Dickenson
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Art Trail Committee
Eryl Daniels		
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Anne McAllister
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Locations for 2019
Armstrong Hall Complex
4 Chapel Street, Thornbury, BS35 2BJ
Thornbury Town Hall
High Street, Thornbury, BS35 2AR
St Mary Centre
Quaker Lane, Thornbury, BS35 2AD

Special thanks to our technical team of Brian Haley, Peter Minshall and David Walker and also to
Alan Cadman for all his hard work obtaining sponsorship this year.
Thank you so much to everyone who has made the 50th Anniversary of the Arts Festival possible and all
Patrons and Friends who have contributed to the success of the Eisteddfod, Art Trail and Festival 2019 –
helping with the Box Office, stewarding and in many other ways.
Thank you to S. Glos. Council Member Award Funding Grant for sponsoring this brochure.
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The Wheatsheaf, Thornbury

Severn Vale Art Trail 2019

The Severn Vale Art Trail represents the visual side of Thorn
place just after the Arts Festival. The trail has become an a
early May Bank for a period of up to 10 days.

In 2019, the Art Trail runs from Friday 4th May to Sunday 1

The trail presents a wealth of talent by local artists and mak
watercolour and pastel, ceramics and sculpture, prints and
jewellery, textiles, stained glass, and woodturning. Each yea
days out in South Gloucestershire and Gloucestershire visiti

An Art Trail Guide for 2019 will be available in March 2019

Artists
Registration/application forms will be sent to known artists
interested in participating, please contact Eryl Daniels, eryl
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BOOKING TICKETS IS EASY!
1. On-line

www.thornburyartsfestival.org.uk
From 1 February 2019

2. Box Office
Opening hours:

Thornbury Town Hall
From 8 April - 3 May 2019
Monday - Friday 10:00am-2:00pm

3. Postal Booking

Deliver completed form (enclosed)
to Thornbury Town Hall with your
payment and a stamped selfaddressed envelope. Your booking
will be processed from 1 February
2019

4. On the door

Be aware popular events
may sell out!

For queries please email info@thornburyartsfestival.org.uk

www.thornburyartsfestival.org.uk
/Thornbury-Arts-Festival
@festival50
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